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We Have To Do Something!

Chronicling The 100-Year GChallenge of Ina Seito
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This year, 2024, marks the 100th anniversary of the founding of Ina
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Seito (later known as INAX*")in the town of Tokoname, one of the Six =
Ancient Kilns with a history of some 1000 years. & n
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The roots of the company can be traced back to 1766, when f'irst-\‘\
generation Ina Chozaburo assumed the title Choza and began making

tea ware. This lineage of master potters continued for four generations.
However, the fifth generation, Hatsunojo, together with his son Chotaro*?
(the founder of Ina Seito), recognized the trends of the time and decided
to shift to industrial ceramics. At first production was focused on stoneware
pipe and tile, but after the war the company’s products expanded to include
plumbing fixtures for bathrooms and kitchens. Born in Tokoname, the company
inherited the artisanal DNA that enabled it to develop a variety of products
that resonated with the trend toward comfort in Japanese homes and
lifestyles.

In this exhibition we explore the history of manufacturing at Ina Seito as
it grew into INAX. Historical information will be on display along with epoch-
making products and technologies. Notable exhibits include tea ware created
by generations of Choza, inventions by Hatsunojo and his son, Japan's
first shower toilet with warm water spray function, and fiberglass bathtubs,
cutting edge technology at the time. In addition, we will shine a light on
some of the ideas and projects that never made it off the drawing board,
giving us a glimpse of the creative vision of our forebears.

“We have to do something!” Through this exhibition, we hope you will feel
the spirit of challenge that has inspired the work of Ina Seito over the last
century.

*1 Ina Seito changed its name to INAX in 1985, and is now LIXIL.
#2 Chotaro became the sixth generation Chozaburo Ina in 1926.
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